CHAPTER VIII
CATTLE

CATTLE are almost, if not quite, as important as crops for
the health and wealth of the villager. Whether it is
working the land, carrying the crops to market or feeding
the children, the villager is helpless without his cattle.
The better the cattle, the better the villager. In a general
way, bad cattle eat as much as good, and although many
bad cattle will not do the work or provide the milk that a
few good ones will, they will eat far more food and so cost
far more money to keep.

In the old days, cattle were counted as wealth. That
day has gone. Cattle by themselves are no longer wealth,
in fact they consume wealth and in return must produce
wealth. The better the cattle the fewer will be needed,
and the fewer cattle kept the more food there will be for
them. Never keep animals which are not earning their
keep ; neither you nor the country can afford it. The first
principle, therefore, of good husbandry is to keep as good
cattle as possible and no more than are necessary for the
work which their owner has for them to do.1

Milch cattle are naturally bred near the towns, but the
ideal places for breeding plough and transport cattle are

1 To appreciate the importance of animal husbandry in the
internal economy of this country an article written by Col Sir
Arthur Olver, Animal Husbandry Expert to the Imperial Council of
Agricultural Research, should be read. See Proceedings of the first
meeting of the Animal Husbandry Wing of the Board of Agriculture
and Animal Husbandry, Part II, p. 268, Appendix XXV (b)
(Government of India Press, 1934).